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but rarely allowed in any system. It is at
not to be expected that the Author of nature should
interrupt His own harmonious order at all, though He
is powerful to do so ; and therefore the fact of His
having done so once makes it only less probable that
He will do so again. Moreover, if any recurrence
of miraculous action is to be anticipated, it is the
recurrence of a similar action, not a manifestation of
power, ever so different from it ; whereas the miracles
of the ages subsequent to the Apostles are on the
whole so very unlike those of which we read in
Scripture, in their object, circumstances, nature, and
evidence, as even to be disproved by the very con-
trast. This is what may be objected.

9. Now as far as this representation involves the
discussion of the special character and circumstances
of the Ecclesiastical Miracles, it will come under con-

sideration in the next Chapter ; here we are only en-
&
gaged with the abstract question, whether the fact

that miracles have once occurred, and that under cer-
tain circumstances and with certain characteristics,
does or does not prejudice a proof, when offered, of
their having occurred again, and that under other cir-
cumstances and with other characteristics.

10. On this point many writers have expressed
opinions which it is difficult to justify. Thus Bishop
Warburton, in the course of some excellent remarks
on the Christian miracles, is led to propose a cer-